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Note to the reader 

The latest available consolidated trade data at EU 
level cover market developments in January 2023. 
Monthly figures can be compared with the previous 
month. Year-to-year change compares the cumulative 
trade since the beginning of the year with the same 
period in the previous year.  

The trade figures are expressed in values, except 
when specifically mentioned. The unit value is the 
average price of products traded in the period 
concerned (trade value at the border divided by 
quantity registered). 
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HIGHLIGHTS:  
EU agri-food trade slow down in January 2023 

In January 2023, agri-food trade (exports + imports) reached EUR 31.8 billion, after a sharp decline in 
December. This downward trend after the bump at the end of the year has been a usual pattern in recent 
years. Still, exports amounted EUR 18 billion and imports were at EUR 13.8 billion. 

The EU trade balance for cereal preparations and milling products showed the most important surplus of all 
agri-food products (+EUR 1.4 billion). For cereals, the trade balance was also positive at +EUR 619 million. 
Looking at the beverage industry (wine, spirits and liqueurs and other beverages), the EU trade balance in 
January reached EUR 2.0 billion. Food industry products (including mixed food preparations and confectionery 
and chocolate) had a positive trade balance of EUR 1.7 billion. 

Conversely, the EU had a negative trade balance in the meat sector. In January, the trade balance was 
negative for beef and veal (- EUR 1.8 billion), sheep and goat meat (- EUR 1.3 billion), poultry and eggs (- EUR 
1.2 billion) and for pigmeat (- EUR 695 million). 
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EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS 

DECLINE IN EU EXPORT VALUES AT THE 

BEGINNING OF THE YEAR 2023 

In January 2023 EU agri-food exports declined 
compared to December but still reached a value of 
EUR 18.0 billion (+EUR 2.3 billion compared to 
January 2022, +15%). The United Kingdom remains 
by far the first destination of EU agri-food exports, 
representing 22% of the total. The United States is 
second, with 11% and China remains third with 7%. 

EU exports to the UK amounted EUR 3.9 billion. 
Compared to January 2022, exports to UK increased 
by EUR 0.6 billion. This is a 17% increase year-to-
year. Export values of cereal preparations and mixed 
food preparations to the UK were 35% and 14% 
higher than January 2022, respectively. Wine exports 
to the UK were down by 9% compared to January 
2022 and reached the lowest point for the past two 
years. This is driven mainly by a decline in quantities. 

EU exports to the US totalled EUR 2.0 billion in 
January 2023 (+8% compared to January last year). 
For wine, the leading export product to the US, 
values continued their decline seen in the past 
months, since their highest point in May 2022. For 
spirits and liqueurs, despite the rebound in January, 
EU exports are still at a two-year low. For both wine 
and spirits, this is due to a decline in volumes 
exported. Regarding cereal preparations and mixed 
food preparations, EU exports to the US reached pre-
war levels, in both quantity and value terms. 

EU exports to China in January 2023 reached EUR 1.3 
billion. It is a 19% increase year-to-year (+EUR 201 
million). Despite the increase of EU pigmeat exports 
along the second semester of 2022, monthly exports 
in January 2023 fell by 16% (-207 thousand tonnes 
compared to December 2022). It is slightly below last 
year in January (-4%). EU exports of cereal 
preparations and milling products are keeping their 
upward trend over the past year (+57% year-to-year 
in value terms, +11% in quantity). 

MOST OF EXPORT VALUES STILL HIGHER 

THAN JANUARY 2022 

In January 2023, the EU exported mainly cereal 

preparations and milling products (EUR 1.9 billion 
EUR, +28% year-to-year). Cereals exports are also 
slightly up compared to last year (+4%) and reached 
EUR 1.1 billion. Dairy products are also higher than 
in January 2022 (+19%) and reached EUR 1.6 billion, 
mostly thanks to cheese and curd and dairy powders. 
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EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS 
 

BRAZIL AND UKRAINE: MAIN SOURCES OF 

EU IMPORTS IN JANUARY 2023 

In January 2023, EU agri-food imports reached EUR 

13.8 billion (+EUR 1.3 billion year-to-year, +10%). 

Brazil remained the first import source for the EU, 

representing 10% of total imports. Ukraine ranked 

second, with 9% of imports in 2022. The US is the 

third import source of EU agri-food imports. 

EU agri-food imports from Brazil reached EUR 1.3 

billion in January 2023. This confirms Brazil as the 

first import source of the EU. Commodity prices in 

January 2023 remained high and EU import values 

from Brazil were 20% higher than January 2022. 

Maize imports increased most compared to January 

2022 (+259%, +EUR 144 million) 

In January 2023, EU imports from Ukraine increased 

by 16% year-to-year, to reach EUR 1.2 billion. While 

still high, EU imports of cereals declined for the 

second month in a row in January, reaching a value 

of EUR 608 million. Vegetable oil imports also 

dropped to EUR 138 million (-54% year-to-year) due 

to less volumes imported (106 thousand tonnes were 

imported in January 2023, compared to 241 

thousand tonnes in January 2022). Fruit and nuts 

imports also declined compared to last year (-53%) 

to reach EUR 11.9 million. 

OVERALL LESS DYNAMIC EU IMPORTS IN 

JANUARY 2023 

EU cereals imports increased the most in January 

2023, compared to last year. Import values are still 

50% higher year-to-year, led by prices that remained 

elevated during this month and with dynamic trade. 

Indeed, the EU imported 3.9 million t in January 2023. 

This was slightly less compared to the previous 

month but still elevated compared to the same month 

in previous years.  

Imports of oilseeds and protein crops remained 

relatively stable in the recent months. In January 

2023, the EU imported 3.8 million t of oilseeds and 

protein crops (+10% year-to-year). This represents a 

value of EUR 2.1 billion (+23% year-to-year). 
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TABLE 1 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – COUNTRIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 2 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS - TOP 15 EXPORT COUNTRIES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

7 
 

TABLE 3 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – PRODUCT CATEGORIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 4 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS - TOP 15 EXPORT PRODUCT CATEGORIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 5 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – COUNTRIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 6 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS - TOP 15 IMPORT COUNTRIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 7 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – PRODUCT CATEGORIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 8 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS - TOP 15 IMPORT PRODUCT CATEGORIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 9 

AGRI-FOOD TRADE BALANCE (MILLION EUR) 
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