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CLUB LETTERHEAD
DATE
FOR A LOCAL MEMBER WHO IS NOT A CABINET MINISTER [Name of Member], M.P.
FOR A LOCAL MEMBER WHO IS A CABINET MINISTER, The Honourable [name], M.P.
House of Commons
Parliament Buildings
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0A6
Email: first name.second name@parl.gc.ca

Re: Enforcement of the Protection of Communities and Exploited Persons Act

Dear [Mr./Mrs./Ms. _______] / FOR A LOCAL MEMBER WHO IS A CABINET MINISTER: Dear Minister _____________,

I am writing in support of the University Women’s Club of Vancouver with more than 450 members. They are an affiliate of the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW), a non-partisan, self-funded organization comprised of 100 CFUW Clubs, located in every province across Canada. 

At CFUW’s 2020 Annual General Meeting, the voting body adopted policy on the Enforcement of the Protection of Communities and Exploited Persons Act (PCEPA).

We urge the Federal, Provincial, Municipal governments and Territories to immediately endorse the Protection of Communities and Exploited Persons Act and ensure that law enforcement implements new policies, procedures, and guidelines including training so that the above law is diligently enforced across the country;

We urge the Federal, Provincial, Municipal governments and Territories to work with and fund community stakeholders to provide exit strategies in the form of safe housing, health services, trauma counselling, and all the other services required for successful exiting for prostituted and trafficked women and girls. 

In 1999 Sweden enacted the Nordic Model law making it an offence to purchase sex. The Swedish government review of the law 10 years later showed that the number of prostituted persons had halved and the decreased demand has made Sweden an unwelcome place for traffickers.  Conversely in Germany, where prostitution has been legalized, the number of prostituted women has skyrocketed, along with the demand. With no legal impediments, Germany has become a haven for sex traffickers and organized crime. Brothels now run the size of city blocks, several stories high.  The demand is so great that traffickers go to poor countries and procure girls and women for use in the brothel factories. 

It is a mark of distinction for Canada that we have joined the progressive countries that understand the violence and systemic inequity endemic to prostitution and have passed the PCEPA that follows the Nordic approach.

However, the enforcement of the law across Canada has been sporadic. Since it was passed in December 2014, the total number of arrests across Canada in the period between 2014 and 2018 is 2,074 with the number of sex buyers charged at 1,768.  If we compare those numbers with the number of prostituted persons charged pre-PCEPA, there is a huge discrepancy. During the period from 2009 and 2014, 16,879 prostitution-related offences were reported. Law enforcement had no problem arresting the women when they were the targets of the law. But the law has not been applied equally to sex buyers since the new Act was passed.

Although some jurisdictions, particularly on the prairies, have been more diligent in attempting to enforce the law, large urban centres such as Vancouver, Toronto and Montreal have the lowest rates of arrests of sex buyers across the country. To eliminate demand for sexual services, law enforcement must be consistent and dedicated. 

Furthermore, the Act recognizes that prostitution is inherently violent. According to Statistics Canada, there were 294 homicides of sex workers between 1991 and 2014, almost all (96%) of which involved a female victim. The World Health Organization, in their publication ‘Addressing Violence Against Sex Workers’ lists dozens of ways sex workers are violated through physical, sexual, emotional and psychological violence.  

Once prostituted persons have managed to escape their exploitation, they need rehabilitation for trauma, addiction, self-esteem issues, health issues and career counselling. Facilities that can provide safe and secure housing for prostitutes are few. When PCEPA was passed, the Federal government allotted $20 million toward exit strategies. Almost all of this amount went into policing and very little to support follow-up care.

[NAME OF CFUW CLUB] therefore calls on all levels of government to support law enforcement in enforcing the PCEPA.  We urge the government to:

1. Develop policies, procedures, guidelines and training for law enforcement on interpreting and implementing the PCEPA.

2. Allocate funding to organizations to develop and operate secure, specialized housing solutions for persons exiting prostitution, and the support services they require. 

We would be pleased to meet to discuss this letter and our concerns. 

Yours sincerely, 
[CLUB PRESIDENT SIGNATURE]

NAME OF PRESIDENT
CLUB NAME
