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[bookmark: _Hlk52285009]DATE
FOR A LOCAL MEMBER WHO IS NOT A CABINET MINISTER [Name of Member], M.P.
FOR A LOCAL MEMBER WHO IS A CABINET MINISTER, The Honourable [name], M.P.
House of Commons
Parliament Buildings
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0A6
Email: first name.second name@parl.gc.ca

Re: Climate Emergency – Declarations and Action Plans
[bookmark: _Hlk52285027]Dear [Mr./Mrs./Ms. _______] / FOR A LOCAL MEMBER WHO IS A CABINET MINISTER: Dear Minister _____________,
[bookmark: _Hlk52285073][bookmark: _Hlk487559244]I am writing on behalf of the [CFUW/UWC_____], an affiliate of the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) that works to improve the status of women and to promote human rights, public education, social justice and peace in Canada and abroad.

We are calling on you to urge that the federal government, provinces, terriorties, muncipalities, and other community groups and organizations declare a climate emergency. We also urge the Government of Canada, the provinces and territories, municipalities and other community organizations and the corporate sector to follow the declaration by drafting and implementing action plans, based on science, that work urgently to mitigate the factors creating this climate crisis and to prepare for the unavoidable consequences such as floods, fires, storms, climate refugees, food and water insecurity, and social conflict

The climate crisis poses immediate, interconnected, and complex threats to people and the planet. The rapidly warming planet is a reality caused by human activities and the world will face catastrophic impacts of climate change within 80 years if the average global temperature increase exceeds 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels. Currently, our planet is on track for 3 to 5 degrees of warming by 2100. A climate emergency declaration, first declared in 2016 by the City of Darebin, Australia, is an acknowledgement of the human causes of climate change and that the measures being taken to date have not been sufficient to control or reduce global warming. 

As of September 2020, 1781 jurisdictions worldwide had also declared an emergency and of the 486 declarations in Canada, 400 are Québec municipalities that endorsed a Déclaration d’Urgence Climatique. Additionally, the House of Common voted in favour of a motion declaring a national climate emergency in June of 2019, with 186 votes to 63. In addition to municipalities, other Canadian organizations and institutions have declared climate emergencies, including some school boards, colleges and universities, the Assembly of First Nations, 22 medical and health organizations, and coalitions of civil society groups including women’s organizations, labour unions, and faith-based organizations.

The climate crisis poses an immediate risk to everything CFUW promotes and protects: quality public education, the rights of women and girls, justice and peace. Climate change is already causing crop failures, floods, and catastrophic storms increasing financial hardship, food insecurity, and displacement which in turn increase the risk of domestic violence, of girls dropping out of school, and of child marriage.[endnoteRef:1] Women and children are 14 times more likely to die in the aftermath of natural disasters and those who survive and are displaced, face high risks of sexual assault and trafficking.[endnoteRef:2]  Marginalized women face even greater health and safety risks resulting from climate impacts. [1:  Paula Ethans. “The Climate Crisis Will Kill Women First,”. The Tyee. November 15, 2019. https://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2019/11/15/Climate-Crisis-Women/ ]  [2:  Inter-Council Network and AQOCI. “A Feminist Approach to Climate Justice,”. May 31, 2019. https://www.ocic.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/WD_A-Feminist-Approach-to-Climate-Justice_Final_2019-05-31.pdf ] 


Under commitments to the Paris Agreement and Sustainable Development Goals, Canada is obliged to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 30% below 2005 levels by 2030, thereby limiting temperature increases well below 2°C. However, it is predicted that Canada will fail to meet these reductions targets by at least 15% according to a report by the UN Environment Programme.[endnoteRef:3] Urgent action on the climate crisis is necessary at all levels in Canada – declaring a climate emergency would ensure that ambitious plans and goals for climate action are established. [3:  UN Environment Programme. “Emissions Gap Report 2019,”. November 26, 2019. https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/emissions-gap-report-2019 ] 

We ask that you ensure your party is committed to climate action by declaring a climate emergency and to follow the declaration by drafting and implementing action plans, based on science, that work urgently to achieve international obligations and mitigate the factors creating this climate crisis.

We would be pleased to meet to discuss this letter and our concerns. 

Yours sincerely,

[bookmark: _Hlk52285315] [NAME OF CLUB PRESIDENT]
[bookmark: _Hlk497311032]President – [Name of Club]




